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RREM HASTINGS, Esquire, 



SIR, 

Jf 3 like the generality of Dedicators, | ftudied the Name and Dignity 
only, of my Patron, I fhould be fully gratified in the great Refpe&ability 
of yours ; but I have a higher Object in View, in the humble Hope, that 
the following Exertion of mufical Talents will prove acceptable; and that 



you will receive it as a Mark of the unfeigned Refpeft, and invariable 
Attachment, \yith which I have the Honour to be. 



SIR, 



Your moft faithfully devoted, 

Moft humble and 

CALCU T T A, 

]Hay 20th, 178^. 



Obedient Servant, 

W. If. BIRD, 
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f JP H E Compiler of the following airs heartily regrets the great infipidity 
which mnft attend the frequent repetition pf Eubjed, and their want of 
variety; and he fears the variations will but poorly compenfate. 

He has ftridly adhered to the original compofitions, though it has coft 
him great pains to bring them into any form as to time, which the mufic 
of-Hindoftan is extremely deficient in. The airs of Cafhimere and Rohil- 
cund are moil perfect. and regular ; but even thofe, on their being fung, 
need the grace of a Chanam*', and the expreffion of a Dillfookf', to render 
them pleafing. 

The greateft imperfedion, however, in the mufic in every part of 
India, is the total want of accompanyments ; a third, or fifth, are addi- 

* A famout Woman Singer. -f- A male Singer, of great eminence. 

tions, 




INTRODUC TI ON. 

tions, the Compiler, during a refidence of nineteen years in this country, 
and with the mod favorable opportunities, has never heard ; and neither 
compofers or performers have had an idea exceeding an oCtave, though 
their modulations conftantly require relief to the ear. 

The different ftyles of mufic in practice are, 

Rekhtahs, 

Teranas, 

Tuppahs, and 
Raagnies. 

The Rekhtahs are molt admired, becaufe they are comprehenlible, and 
exceed all others in form and regularity. 

The Teranas are performances of the Rohillahs, and fung only by 
men. They are next in perfection to the Rekhtahs, and have a great 
refemblance in ftyle. 

The Tuppahs are wild, but plealing, when underftood. They arc 
of Mogul extraction, and have a peculiar ftyle of their own. 
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I N T R O D U C T ! O N< 

The Raagnies are fo void of meaning, and any degree of regularity, < 
that it is impoflible to bring them into a form for performance, by any / 
lingers but thole of their country (Hindoftan) ; and they appear to be the 
efforts of 8 men enraptured by words, to which they have added notes as 
their fancy and amorous flights have di&ated* 



The grand eflentials in all mufic are, meaning, and exprefliori ; the 
Raagnies fometimes poflefs the latter, but are fo deficient in the former, 
that the Compiler has laid them afide. He has, however, fele&ed one, 
as an example that will prove his folicitude to render the collection as 
complete as poflible ; but, at the fame time evince, that to put a Raagnie 
into form, it will referable, in too forcible: a manner, a ftyle not its own. 

The Sonata, at the conclufion, the Compiler claims as his own j though, 
to give it fome right to its prefent ftation, he has introduced a number of 
feleCt paffages from the airs. In the performance of them he earneftly 
recommends attention to the pianos, and fortes, as effentially neceffary. 
Some fongs of the ferodes (men-fingers) have a degree of maestoso, which a 
good performer can eaflly exprelL 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The fongs of Bengal are too lively to admit of much expfeffiott; and 
one, or more, may be danced to as cotillions ; the Minores have bedn 
added, for that purpofe. 

This being the firft public mufical attempt of the Compiler’s, he hopes 
for indulgence from his judges. And though the performance fails in 
perfe£lion, that they believe his humble endeavours have been anxiouily 
exerted for the entertainment of his friends, and the publick. 
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